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Introduction 
Digital preservation has become a vital part in various libraries. All subject libraries, 
whether they are medical libraries, art libraries, museum libraries, or scholarly 
libraries they all use digital preservation in their institution. Libraries are integrating 
technology more and more each day. Digital Preservation has helped various 
institutions preserve information for years. This pathfinder will aide people who are 
seeking information on digital preservation in libraries. With more technological 
advances and updates to the software, the information available will be around for 
future generations. 
Keywords 
Keywords are especially important in digital preservation. Keywords are also 
important when using a pathfinder, they aide in finding the contents of different 
subjects. In order for the information to be stored properly the right keywords need to 
be attached so it is easier to search up the document. One must use the same format 
for all documents. The formats have to be universal in order for the information to be 
retrieved once its stored. 
Keywords: Metadata, Digital Archives, Archival Science, Open Archival Information 
System, Digitization 
Subject Headings 
Subject Headings are important in organizing information and articles. It is vital 
that each document, article, or information uploaded to be preserved digitally be 
organized in such a way that it will make the retrieval of the document simple. 


Subject headings also control the vocabulary used when describing books, 
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journals, and documents. Consistency is key, in order for the cataloging to work 
properly. There is no use in having documents stored in a cloud if they are not 
properly organized because it will be difficult to retrieve it when needed. Library 
of Congress is a model to follow on how to organize digital information. 
Subject Headings from the Library of Congress: Computer File Conservation, 
Digital Curation, Digital Media Preservation, Electronic Preservation, Digital 
Forensic Science 

Databases 
In this day and age with all the advances of technology we have to our disposal 
there are various databases to search for information on digital preservation. 
Various Universities pay to have access to online databases such as ProQuest, 
Google Scholar, IEEE Xplore, and ACM Digital Library. These databases have 


articles, journals, and books on digital preservation and many other topics. 


ProQuest is a good database to search for various topics but the database also has 
articles and journals on digital preservation. The database also has a refine section 


where you can decide if you want articles and journals that are peer reviewed. 


Google Scholar is similar to ProQuest in that they have articles and journals on 
various topics but they also have digital copies of the specific subject you are 


looking, it is really similar to using regular Google. 
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IEEE Xplore is another database that is searchable. This database however is 
strictly for articles and journals that pertain to technical literature in engineering, 


computer science, and electronics. 


ACM Digital Library is another database for articles and journals; however, ACM 
only houses articles and journals published within the database. The subjects 
published in ACM database are computing and information technology. 

Books 
The following books discuss the various ways metadata and digital preservation 
are used in the world around us. It is difficult to live a technology free life 
therefore all of our online searches are preserved and stored in clouds just like 
how articles and journals are stored in clouds and can be retrieved whenever 
necessary. Books provide in depth information on the subject at hand. Books give 
details that articles don’t have the chance to do so. Articles are limited to the 
information they publish, books are capable of going into great detail on the 


subject. 


Pomerantz, J. (2015). Metadata. The MIT Press. 
The following book analyzes how metadata and digital preservation is used 
around us. We have devices all around us that are constantly being used to 
communicate and these devices are storing our data and preserving it on clouds. 
The book goes on to state how digital preservation is functional in various fields 


of work. For example, this book discusses how metadata storing is helpful to 
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attorneys and investigators when trying to solve a crime. Our search history is 
stored in clouds and can be retrieved at any time. For example, if someone is a 
suspect on a case, then their metadata can prove their innocence, or not. Metadata 


and digital preservation are used by various fields. 


Haynes, D. (2018). Metadata for information management and retrieval: 
understanding metadata and its use. Jn Metadata for Information 
Management and Retrieval. Retrieved from 
https://doi.org/10.29085/9781783302161 
This book describes the different methods and history of cataloging which are 
similar to the way we store information now; the only difference is that 
everything is done on computers and networks. This book also describes the issue 


that metadata and digital preservation are one in the same. 


Lazarinis, F. (2014). Cataloguing and classification: An introduction to 
AACR2, RDA, DDC, LCC, LCSH and MARC 21 standards in 
cataloguing and classification. Elsevier Science & Technology. 
This book discusses how librarians should have knowledge on how documents, 
articles, journals, CD’s, etc., are stored digitally so when a patron needs these 
items they will be able to supply the patron with the proper information. The book 
also discusses how even though we can search online for various subjects using 


just Google it is not enough to do a proper research analysis. Finally, the book 
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discusses how librarians should store the articles, journals, and documents 


digitally so they are preserved and retrievable at any time. 


Journal Articles 
Journal Articles are important in a pathfinder because they provide condensed, 
quick information on the subject. The following articles describe the unknowns 
that come with digital preservation. The difficulties that come with digital 
preservation, like updating the software so the information does not become 
corrupt. On the contrary, there is another article listed from the Purdue University 
that discusses how digital preservation is helpful for the future generations and 
our own benefit. We benefit by having vast information ready with little to no 


time. 


Ross, S. (2012). Digital preservation, archival science and 
methodological foundations for digital libraries. New Review of 


Information Networking, 17(1), 43-68. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/13614576.2012.679446 


This article discusses the unknowns of digital preservation. The article argues that 
librarians are not being given enough knowledge on how to properly digitally 
preserve documents that in a couple of years the information won’t be retrievable. 
There is the issue that if documents are not stored properly they become corrupt. 
Therefore, in order to properly use digital preservation documents, need to be 


constantly updated in order to avoid corruption of files. 


C. Dearborn, J. (2014). The purdue university research repository: 
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HUBzero customization for dataset publication and digital 
preservation. OCLC Systems & Services, 30(1), 15-27. 
https://doi.org/10.1108/OCLC-07-2013-0022 
In contrast to the previous article, this article discusses how the Purdue University 
Research Repository uses their HUBzero platform to create policies that align 
with the Open Archival Information System (OAIS) and other policies already 
established with digital preservation. This article is important because there are 


copyright restrictions to be mindful of. 


Chowdhury, G. (2010). From digital libraries to digital preservation 
research: The importance of users and context. Journal of 
Documentation, 66(2), 207-223. 

https://doi.org/10.1108/0022041 1011023625 
This article discusses how digitally preserving materials has made it easy to 
distribute information. The article also mentions that the way we receive 
information has changed drastically over the years due to digital preservation. 
There are various articles that allow easy access to many journals instantly. The 
retrieval of information has been made easy over the years. The article also 
mentions that users prefer to have an easy experience when retrieving information 
digitally as well as having a personalized program to fit their needs. This article 


talks about the past eleven years and how far we have progressed since then. 


Lindlar, M. (2014). Time to change: Effects and implications of digital 
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preservation in an organizational context. JASSIST Quarterly, 

36(3-4), 8. https://doi.org/10.29173/ig471 
This article discusses how the Purdue University School of Information Studies 
courses help PhD students create metadata documents and how to select a 
program that is appropriate for long term use. The article also discusses how it is 
important to have this information especially when the student is working on their 
dissertation. The article goes in to detail on how simple and easy it is for students 
to do their research on their dissertations. Before, students had to spend hours in 
the library going through books, article, etc., now students can go to the library 
and do their research swiftly. This article was written by the Library Science 
department at Purdue University, which focuses on helping students create 


metadata documents and programs. 


Internet Sources 


Internet sources are important to this pathfinder because they 
provide information that is available to all who have access to the internet. 
These internet sources will be a guide to those who want more information 
on digital preservation. The Library of Congress website has great, 
organized information on digital preservation, U.S Copyright Law, and 
metadata methods. Other internet sources that have information on digital 
preservation is the Online Computer Library Center. The University of 


Glasgow’s website discusses how suggests each organization should 
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determine which database is the best for their own preservation. As well as 


having organizations be mindful of copyright laws. 


Library of Congress. (2017, March 9) Sustainability of digital formats: 
Planning for library of congress. Retrieved from: 


https://www.loc.gov/preservation/digital/formats/intro/intro.shtml 


The Library of Congress’ website on digital preservation is very informative. 
The website is organized in different categories. The categories include: 
introduction, sustainability factors, content categories, and format descriptions. 
The Library of Congress website is also a trusted source. The Library of 
Congress website on digital preservation also has questions the site will answer 
that include information on the U.S Copyright Law, which is a very important 
law to understand. The website also has information on metadata in 


combination of digital preservation. 


Lavoie, Brian. (2000, January) Meeting the challenges of digital 
preservation: The OAIS reference model. Online 
Computer Library Center. Retrieved from: 
https://www.oclc.org/research/publications/2000/lavoie- 
oais.html 
This website has information on digital preservation and how to maintain 


documents digitally over a long term. This website also discusses how 


DIGITAL PRESERVATION 10 


databases and programs need to be updated every so often in order to keep 
the files from being corrupt. There are various organizations doing 
research on how to properly store documents digitally. NASA is working 
with the Online Computer Library Center (OCLC) on the various methods 
of preserving. In collaboration of both organization a new organization 
was made which focuses on digitally preserving space data. This 
committee is called The Consultative Committee for Space Data Systems 


(CCSDS). 


University of Glasgow. (2020) Digital preservation 
coalition. Digital Preservation Handbook. 
Retrieved from: 
https://www.dpconline.org/handbook/organisational 
-activities/access 
This website discusses how digital preservation and open access go hand 
in hand. This website also discusses how there is no use in trying to 
preserve documents digitally if they won’t be accessible to future 
generations. The whole point to preserving documents is to that the 
information will be available to future generations. This website suggests 
that each organization should determine which database is the best for 
their own preservation. This website also states that it is important for 
organization to be aware of technical and legal issues they might come 


across when trying to preserve materials. 


